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POLICY FOR COMMUNITY LINKS 
This policy is based around the values of Curriculum for Excellence, Falkirk Council’s 

‘Learning to Achieve’, Eco Schools Scotland, Health Promoting Schools and Bantaskin Primary 

School’s Aims at its heart. 

 

 
At Bantaskin Primary School, we value the importance of developing strong links between us and 

ourlocal and wider community. Through Citizenship, school assemblies, concerts and special events, 

we involve our pupils in the local and wider community, so that they learn how to participate in a 

practical way in the life and concerns of their neighbourhood and communities. Working with parents, 

local residents, business communities, public services, and voluntary services enables our children to 

become Successful Learners, Responsible Citizens, Effective Contributors and Confident Individuals. 

The links listed in this policy are some examples of the extensive community links we have at our 

school. 

 

 

Aims of the policy 

 

• To help children of today prepare for the future. 

• For all of us to care about our school and the environment. 

• For our pupils, parents, staff and local community  o effectively work together.  

• To be aware that Bantaskin Primary School is not a building in isolation, but is situated within 

the community of Falkirk. 

• To ensure that Bantaskin Primary School, its pupils, staff and parents/carers are recognised as 

part of the local and wider community. 

 

 To develop links with: 

 

• parents and carers 

• our neighbours 

• the local chaplain 

• cluster Primary schools 

• secondary schools 

• pre-school groups 

• the press 

• industry and businesses and other agencies 

• voluntary/charitable organisations. 

 

 

Parents and Carers 

 

At Bantaskin Primary School our ‘open door’ policy encourages parents’ interest in their child’s 

education and in school life, as an adult helper, member of the Parent Council or Parent Fundraiser 

Group. We recognise that parents are our primary contact with the local community. They 

communicate what is happening in our school to the wider community, as well as promoting 

Bantaskin Primary School’s good reputation. 



Our Neighbours 

 
We invite our neighbours to Bantaskin Primary School for a variety of functions, such as Spring and 

Christmas Fayres, Harvest Festivals and various other events. We seek to promote our events by way 

of our school newsletter, invitation and the local press.  

 

Local Primary Schools 

 
It is essential to develop links with other local Primary schools, both within our cluster and the 

surrounding area. This is done through: 

 

• sporting events 

• the annual Day of Dance 

• informal contacts 

• cluster meetings 

• Learning Community meetings 

• In-Service training 

• Cluster Pupil Council 

• other meetings 

• curriculum linked activities which can take place with other schools, both within the cluster 

and the council. 

 

All staff are involved in promoting and maintaining these links. We have a strong commitment from 

parents and volunteers who also help promote and maintain these links with local primary schools. 

 

 

Secondary Schools 
 

At Bantaskin Primary School, we feel it is important to develop links with local Secondary schools for 

two reasons: 

 

• to ease the transition from Primary 7 to S1 

• to develop strong links which focus on effective learning and teaching 

 

Our Primary 7 teachers play a major role in transition arrangements. The Headteacher and the 

Primary 7 teachers work closely with the secondary school staff to ensure transition for pupils is as 

smooth as possible. Parents are also involved from an early stage, meeting secondary staff and raising 

concerns. This is an important part of the partnership that Bantaskin Primary School has with its 

associated secondary school. 

 

 

Further Education College 

 
Links are maintained with local colleges and universities. We welcome students from these 

establishments who regularly come in to complete placements mentored by staff. This helps them to 

complete their training.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Active Schools and Local Sports Clubs 
 

At Bantaskin Primary School we have established strong links with our Active Schools Coordinator 

and our local sports clubs. Clubs and events organised on a regular basis. This helps encourage the 

children to become fully involved in sport and helps develop their skills, knowledge and ability.  

 

 

Nursery Education 

 

At Bantaskin Primary School, we have a strong Early Years team who liaise with Primary 1 staff to 

help assist with the smooth transition from Nursery to Primary 1. We also have strong links 

established with the local feeder nurseries in our area. This is vital as it helps the school establish a 

good relationship with many nursery children and their parents/carers. Our weekly transition sessions 

where Nursery and Primary 1 children engage in across stage learning helping establish and maintain 

strong Early Level links. Our Primary 1 teachers are working in nursery throughout the session and 

nursery children are familiar with Primary 1 and the school building through transition sessions, 

assemblies and use of school facilities The Headteacher and Principal Teacher also hold a ‘welcome’ 

information session for new parents/carers in the term prior to their child’s entry to school. 

 

Press 

 

At Bantaskin Primary we continually celebrate and promote our successes. This involves notifying the 

local paper of special events and activities taking place in our school, communicating whatever 

information is required. This liaison helps celebrate our school’s achievements and establishes a good 

relationship with the local press, ensuring the excellent work that we do is shared with the aider 

community.  

 

Our school newsletter 

 

Our school newsletter which is distributed on a termly basis constitutes an excellent form of 

communication between the school and the local community. It provides the school with an 

opportunity to inform parents/carers, local residents and local businesses about our school. It also 

provides links between the school and local organisations, which can be promoted through the 

newsletter.  

 

Industry/Businesses 

 
At Bantaskin Primary School we seek to promote and encourage contacts with local industries and 

businesses. These are linked, wherever possible, to curriculum topics. Visitors from industry are 

invited into school, or visits are arranged to local businesses. Through the development of business 

links and visits, the children at Bantaskin Primary School begin to understand the way the world of 

work functions. We participate in the annual Ineos event, along with initiatives by the Rotary Club.  

 

 

At various stages in the school, our Community Police and Road Safety team talk to the children 

about different aspects of their roles. Such exercises give children experience of different jobs and the 

opportunity to talk to, and work with, adults from various industries, occupations and businesses. 

Primary 7 attend My Future’s in Falkirk, which helps them with smooth transition to secondary 

school. Our Eco Schools and Health Promotion work has forged many highly successful community 

links through its work, including Forth Valley College. 

 



Other Agencies 

 

Bantaskin Primary School is a ‘Healthy and Eco Friendly School’, having achieved awards for both. 

One aspect of our school ethos is to work in partnership with a variety of organisations and agencies, 

for the good of all our pupils. We feel it is crucial at Bantaskin Primary School to consolidate links 

with other people, who support, or work in or with, the school. These include: 

 

• Health Visitors 

• Family Support Workers 

• Road Safety Officer 

• The Police 

• Educational Psychologists 

• School Chaplain 

• Eco Schools Scotland 

• Health Promotion  

• Dental Nurse 

• Social Services 

• The MAG process 

 

These links vary from time to time depending upon need and circumstance. Bantaskin Primary School 

is a school which is part of a wider community, and the links we forge with that wider community 

help strengthen and support the education we provide for all children. 

 

Charity and Voluntary work 

 

At Bantaskin Primary School, we value the charitable and voluntary contributions the pupils can 

make. Each year group decides which charities and voluntary organisations will be supported. 

Throughout the year, the children take part in sponsored and other activities to raise funds for their 

chosen charity. Activities might be non-uniform days, sponsored ‘readathon’, sponsored walks or 

work-outs, etc. The pupils raise funds also for areas stricken by war, famine or natural disaster, when 

such a situation occurs. Charity work includes; ‘Jeans for Genes Day’ to support children with genetic 

disorders, supporting the Red Cross, Strathcarron Hospice through ‘Go Yellow’ Day, Children in 

Need, the Salvation Army and more.  

 

The school has excellent links with the local Rotary Club for which it carries out various charity work 

which helps people in need. The school also participates in the annual Rotary Club quiz. The pupils 

take part in a range of appropriate festivals in the local community including celebrations for 

Christmas, such as carol singing in the local community and handing out food to local care homes 

during the Harvest Thanksgiving.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Further Information 

Useful Documents and Resources 

 

Etwinning 

 
eTwinning projects can be rewarding for both teachers and pupils. It gives opportunities for pupils to 

develop their knowledge of other countries and develop skills which can help equip them for 21
st
 

Century life.  

 
http://www.etwinning.net/en/pub/index.htm 

Before the project 

 

Describe the basic elements of an eTwinning project by showing an example. 

Explain the general idea of the project and ask if they have ideas that they would like to add or 

develop further. 

Explain that all participants (teachers and pupils) will have a role to play. 

Agree with pupils on a number of interesting topics to be discussed and developed throughout the 

project. 

Try to match pupils’ interests (tools, languages, subjects, etc.) into the project plan. 

  

  

Planning the project 
 

Involve pupils in the planning of activities with partners. 

Ask pupils about their knowledge of other countries and what they would like to know. 

Have them think about how to introduce their school, area and country and get them to research 

and prepare. 

Spread the word about the project in your school through message boards, the website of the 

school, etc., so that everyone knows about it. 

Discuss the tools to be used during the project. Find out which ones they are familiar with and 

agree on a common set. 

Introduce the TwinSpace and its tools - in particular the Pupils’ Corner. 

Practice the language to be used in the project to develop confidence. 

Inform parents about the project and see how to involve them. 

Create a planning and project timetable in the TwinSpace Staff Room. 

Create an online area (e.g., blog or forum) or talk in class to see what the pupils’ expectations are 

for the project. 

Involve other colleagues in the dissemination and development of the project. 

  

  

During the project 
 

Create a Pupils’ Corner in class or in another area of the school as a dedicated exhibition space for 

the project. Display icons, pictures, colours, slogans, etc. 

Mix pupils from partner schools in pairs or in mixed groups to ensure that each pupil has at least 

one partner. 

Have pupils meet using a chat or video conference, photos, or use images of famous people 

(actors, sportsmen, etc.) who they identify with. 

Invite pupils to become ‘directors’ of their TwinSpace Pupils’ Corner. 



Ask pupils to take charge and perform tasks such as uploading files in the TwinSpace, recording 

videos, scanning documents, taking photos, etc. 

Exchange messages via the TwinSpace. Do your best to respond to all messages in a reasonable 

period of time. 

Allow pupils to propose topics for discussion throughout the project. 

Encourage them to comment on their partners’ posts (e.g., blogs and forums) in their free time. 

Create a common calendar of events for pupils to refer to (e.g., national festivals, sporting events, 

etc.) 

Propose different activities according to pupils’ interest and ability to encourage a constant 

engagement in the project. 

Involve parents by giving them access to the TwinSpace (as visitors) so that they can see and 

contribute to what their children are working on. 

Involve all pupils, regardless of the level curriculum, in the activities. Adapt to the particular 

needs of pupils if necessary. 

Integrate the project into the curriculum by doing the work during teaching hours so that it is a 

natural contribution from pupils (and not perceived as extra work). 

Set specific periods of time devoted to the project (TwinSpace, tools, visualisation, etc.) in the 

school week. 

Establish evaluation criteria for the pupils to fill out at a later stage. 

Emphasise the communication between pupils rather than focusing on grammar. 

Try to publish and disseminate material and project results at the mid-point of the project. 

Share innovative material with partners so that they can work with them in their own classes, i.e., 

try to steer away from a textbook-only approach. 

  

  

After the project 
 

Discuss the positive and negative aspects of the project with your pupils. Discuss their earlier 

expectations and how they have panned out. 

Include contributions from pupil evaluations. 

Involve pupils in disseminating the project results throughout the educational community and 

beyond. 

Make the most of some project activities to carry out further activities with pupils. 

Encourage the participation of pupils in training courses, seminars, etc., in which they explain 

their experiences. 

Apply for a Quality Label for the project and, should you be successful, celebrate it with your 

pupils. 

Ensure that communication between pupils and partners remains a pleasure for them. Use long-

term activities/ideas (e.g., birthdays, sporting events in Europe, sending video and pictures). 

Encourage pupils to use and disseminate the results of the project. 

Organise “open days” with the pupils’ parents and have pupils present the project. 

Assess the contribution of the project to the pupils’ learning experience and reflect on how to 

improve the experience in the future. 



4.1, 4.2 and 8.1 HGIOS and Journey to Excellence Dimension 5 audit findings (areas of good practice 

within Bantaskin Primary School) 

 

Community Links 

 

Police 

Elaine Smith (Road Safety) 

School nurse 

Falkirk Football Club 

Appointed health visitor  

School Chaplain 

Active Schools Coordinator (Chris Rose) 

Links with local nursing homes 

Falkirk College (World of Work day) 

Eco links (see separate sheet) 

Family Support workers (FSS) 

School cluster network meetings 

Harvest Thanksgiving (Salvation Army) 

Links through topics (eg. My Local Area, Grandparents’ day) 

School events (Nativity, Topic afternoons etc) 

Jupiter Wildlife Centre 

Strathcarron Hospice 

Fire Service 

Dental nurse 

Zoo Lab 

Work Experience from high schools  

Library services 

RHET 

Local farm 

MAG 

 

 

Activities in school used as a community link 
 

Rag Bag 

Rotary Quiz 

European quiz 

Commonwealth games 

Matheletics 

Rugby tournament 

Day of Dance 

Ineos 

Enterprise in Business 

Choir events 

Storytellers for Literacy week 

School events- Sports Day 

Swimming and gymnastics - central schools 

WW2 tea dance 

My Future’s in Falkirk 

Showcase assemblys 

Scots Events/Burns Supper 

Rich Tasks 

School website promotion 

Cross Country 

Football (Mr Anderson and Mr Duff) 



Bantaskin’s got Talent 

Choices for Life 

P7 – S1 transition 

3 day visit to high school for P7 pupils 

Nursery - P1 transition 

P7 Dalguise residential 

 

 

Business Links 

 
Co op 

Asda 

RBS 

Tesco  

B and Q 

Homebase 

Buildbase 

Frankie and Bennys 

RBS 

Falkirk Rotary 

Torwood and other local garden centres  

 

 

Use as a community resource 

 
Brownies, Guides, Rainbows 

Beavers and Scouts 

Our Local Councillor  

1
st
 4 Kids 

After School Club 

Community complaints often use the school as a point of contact 

P1 Parent lunch 

Visiting teachers to other schools 

Teacher training links (probationers and students) 

Taekwondo 

 

 

Charities  
Link with Red Cross 

Age Concern 

Salvation Army 

Children in Need 

Red Nose Day 

Strathcarron – Go Yellow day 

SSPCA 

Jeans for Genes 

Poppy appeal 

 

Each area/stage in the school will choose a charity to support throughout the year.  

 



Other areas of BPS good practice 

 

Open door policy 

Parental Involvement 

Anti Bullying  

Peer Mediation 

Links with educational psychologists  

Speech and Language therapy 

Occupational therapy 

Family support workers 

Windsor Park 

Crosshill Hospital 

Visual impairment team 

Changing Lanes 

ASL meetings 

 

Business links associated with World of Work Day (Parents) 

 



Eco Schools Link 

Jen Barrett - Falkirk Council 

Eco-Schools Contact 

Development Services 

Dalgrain Depot 

McGafferty Way 

Falkirk 

FK3 9EB 

Tel: 01324 590435 

Fax: 01324 503763 

Email: jen.barrett@falkirk.gov.uk 

Jen is the main Eco-Schools contact for schools in Falkirk. She is also the contact for waste 

matters. 

Jen Barrett provides support on the following topics:  

• Waste Minimisation 

Alan Lamb - Falkirk Council 

Tel: 01324 503135 

Email: alan.lamb@falkirk.gov.uk 

Energy contact for Falkirk. 

 

Alan Lamb provides support on the following topics:  

• Energy 

Brenda Roddy - Falkirk Council 

Abbotsford House 

David's Loan 

Falkirk 

FK2 7YZ 

Tel: 01324 504712 

Email: brenda.roddy@falkirk.gov.uk 

Lead Officer for Sustainable Development at Falkirk Council. 

 

Brenda Roddy provides support on the following topics:  

• Sustaining our World 

 



Jennifer Terris - Falkirk Council 

Earls Road 

Grangemouth 

FK3 8XD 

Tel: 01324 501 159 

Email: jennifer.terris@falkirk.gov.uk 

Main contact for litter issues in Falkirk. 

 

Jennifer Terris provides support on the following topics:  

• Litter 

Lynn Slavin - Falkirk Council 

Abbotsford House 

David's Loan 

Falkirk 

FK2 7YZ 

Tel: 01324 504818 

Email: Lynn.slavin@falkirk.gov.uk 

Main contact for transport in Falkirk area. 

 

Lynn Slavin provides support on the following topics:  

• Transport  

 

 


