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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 
RATIONALE 
Rate of progress in development of ICT is phenomenal. We can’t afford to be left behind or we 
shall lack relevance to real life. ICT is playing an increasingly more important role in personal 
and social aspects of people’s lives.  
 
 
As Curriculum for Excellence has become embedded in school this policy reflects these 
changes. 
 
Learning in the technologies enables children and young people to be informed, skilled, thoughtful, adaptable and 

enterprising citizens, and to: 

 

• develop understanding of the role and impact of technologies in changing and influencing societies 

• contribute to building a better world by taking responsible ethical actions to improve their lives, the lives of others 

and the environment  

• gain the skills and confidence to embrace and use technologies now and in the future, at home, at work and in the 

wider community 

• become informed consumers and producers who have an appreciation of the merits and impacts of products and 

services  

• be capable of making reasoned choices relating to the environment, to sustainable development and to ethical, 

economic and cultural issues 

• broaden their understanding of the role that information and communications technology (ICT) has in Scotland and 

in the global community 

• broaden their understanding of the applications and concepts behind technological thinking, including the nature of 

engineering and the links between the technologies and the sciences 

• experience work-related learning, establish firm foundations for lifelong learning and, for some, for specialised 

study and a diverse range of careers. 

 
 
What skills are developed in the technologies? 

 

The technologies provide frequent opportunities for active learning in creative and work-related contexts. Learning in the 

technologies thus provides opportunities to continually develop, use and extend skills that are essential components for life, 

work and learning, now and in the future, including planning and organisational skills. Learning in the technologies therefore 

makes a strong contribution to achieving the aim clearly articulated in Skills for Scotland: a Lifelong Learning Strategy of 

‘…ensuring that Curriculum for Excellence provides vocational learning and the employability skills needed for the world of 

work and is the foundation for skills development throughout life’. 

 

Well-designed practical activities in the technologies offer children and young people opportunities to develop: 

 

• curiosity and problem solving skills, a capacity to work with others and take initiative  

• planning and organisational skills in a range of contexts 

• creativity and innovation, for example though ICT and computer aided design and manufacturing approaches 

• skills in using tools, equipment, software and materials 

• skills in collaborating, leading and interacting with others  

• critical thinking through exploration and discovery within a range of learning contexts  

• discussion and debate 

• searching and retrieving information to inform thinking within diverse learning contexts  

• making connections between specialist skills developed within learning and skills for work  

• evaluating products, systems and services  

• presentation skills. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

2011 Bantaskin Primary 3

What learning and teaching approaches are useful in the technologies? 
 

The experiences and outcomes are intended to tap into children’s and young people’s natural inventiveness and their desire to 

create and work in practical ways. They act as a motivation for progressively developing skills, knowledge, understanding 

and attitudes, and so maximise achievement. Effective learning and teaching will draw upon a wide variety of approaches to 

enrich the experience of children and young people, particularly through collaborative and independent learning.  

 

The experiences and outcomes are well suited for learning beyond school: in colleges, in the voluntary sector and in 

partnership with businesses, where children and young people may experience learning activities that are relevant to 

employment or future vocational learning. 

 

Proficiency in ICT is an ideal vehicle for shared learning between and amongst children, young people and teachers. Many 

teachers may need to build their own knowledge and confidence, often learning with and from children and young people, in 

this area of continually evolving developments.  

 
 
What does ICT mean? 
 

ICT refers to forms of technology that are used to transmit, store, create, display, share or exchange information by electronic 

means. This broad definition of ICT currently includes such technologies as media, telecommunications, and computer 

hardware and software; it also includes equipment and services associated with these technologies, such as 

videoconferencing, email and blogs. 

 
 
How can ICT enhance learning and teaching?  
 

In the words of the HMIE publication Improving Scottish Education: ICT in Learning and Teaching (2007),  

‘… staff in pre-school centres and in primary schools recognised that learners developed awareness of the world in which 

they live more effectively when this included engagement with the world through ICT.’ 

 

Being skilled in using ICT is essential if children and young people are to be effective contributors able to communicate and 

interact on a global scale. Across the curriculum, skills in ICT will be developed in the context of the learning and teaching as 

appropriate to the child or young person’s maturity. All teachers, in all sectors, in all departments and in all settings, have 

opportunities to apply, reinforce and extend ICT skills within and across curriculum areas to equip children and young people 

with the learning and employability skills required for the 21st century. 

 

Several curriculum areas including the technologies provide opportunities for children and young people to consider security 

aspects associated with ICT, for example keeping personal data secure, and the important consequences of these for 

individuals. It is important for children and young people to recognise security risks when handling information across the 

curriculum, and act accordingly. 

 

 

What is the difference between computing and ICT? 
 

ICT, as defined here, brings together different forms of technologies and applies them to communication and learning, 

whereas computing, as an area of specialised study, provides deeper theoretical and practical understanding of how hardware 

and software can be developed and applied in a range of contexts. This area of specialist study has particular relevance in 

preparing children and young people for the challenges of rapidly changing digital technologies. It will enable learners to 

prepare for more advanced specialised study and careers within computing science.  

 
 
 
AIMS 
The focus of our teaching will be: 

• The use of ICT to improve pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills in a range of 
curriculum areas and subjects- learning through ICT 

• The development of pupils’ general skills in ICT- learning in ICT 

• Ensuring the pupils’ safe use of the Internet. In line with Falkirk Council Service Circular 
No.30 (February 2002) new parents and pupils are issued with: 

o A covering letter and permission form for parent  
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o A Parent’s Guide to Internet  
o The School Internet/E-mail – Acceptable Use Guidelines for Pupils 

This covers use of Think.com  
o Internet access permission form (Primary / SEN)  

 
 Staff must also complete The School Internet/E-mail – Acceptable Use Guidelines for Pupils 
 
 
 
The focus of our teaching will be the: 

• Use of ICT to improve pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills in a range of 
curriculum areas and subjects- learning through ICT 

• Development of pupils’ general skills in ICT- learning in ICT 
 
 
GUIDELINES 
 
Bantaskin Primary uses The Scottish Government’s Curriculum for Excellence Technology 
experiences and outcomes as a basis for our framework for delivering the core ICT curriculum 
and have adapted it to suit our own school needs. 
  
 
COMPONENTS 
 
Bantaskin ICT Skills Planning Sheet 
 

The progression sheet is a planning document that will be used to record progress from  
Early to Third level.   

• Teachers will use their planning to decide the best and most relevant way to teach ICT 
skills through other areas of the curriculum e.g. ‘keyboarding skills’ can be developed 
through language tasks  or ‘using a search engine’ can be covered through  topic work 

• The ICT Skills should be highlighted at the planning stage with a proposed date of 
completion. Once skills have been taught, pupil’s ability should be assessed and 
recorded on the appropriate form. 

• The ICT assessment sheet should be handed on to the next teacher.  
 
 
Experiences and Outcomes   
Code for the outcome covered.  See the 5-14 national guidelines document. e.g.  
 
Mock planner to be inserted 
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Differentiation – The teacher will use own judgement on level of differentiation to be provided 
within each activity e.g. level of support provided- peer/teacher, time to complete the task etc. 
 
ASN Pupil – ASN pupils undergo assessment to define where their difficulty lies. At this point 
if ICT will benefit progress then the SfL teacher and the class teacher will endeavour to provide 
the necessary support and any special equipment that might be needed. e.g. use of an 
Alphasmart, Tracker Ball or making use of specific software like Clicker 4 and Kidspiration to 
develop skills. 
 
Equal Opportunities – ICT equipment will be available to all pupils regardless of gender, race 
or religion. 
 
Health and Safety – Health and Safety guidance for schools from the Scottish Executive 
should be adhered to where possible. 
 
Resources – Resources are stored in a central area. Staff should sign equipment in and out. It 
is the staffs’ responsibility to ensure that any faults are notified to the ICT coordinators. 
 
 
 
Use of website and GLOW 
 
The school website, GLOW and class blogs can be used to share useful information with other 
interested parties. However, careful consideration should be given to information uploaded to 
the school website and GLOW. 
 
Responsibility for the main website pages and staff orientated GLOW pages lies with the ICT 
coordinators. Responsibility for the class pages lie with class teachers and nominated pupils if 
appropriate. 
 
Policy to be updated June 2016. 


