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School attendance

| As we all know good attendance at school is essential for many different aspects of each child’s
| development. As well as being directly linked to achievements and attainment both now and
| throughout their school lives, good attendance also develops —

] Social skills

o Maintaining and developing friendships
| Forming good habits for later life
| o Structures for career pathways

| Linked to this is time keeping — being at school (and later on your place of work) on time. Whilst we
1 all recognise that there can be mornings when getting everyone organised and out of the door on

| time can be a challenge, it is important that all children start the day on time - together with the rest
| of the class. Those first 15 minutes of the school day is the time when staff support children to think
through the structures of the rest of the day, have emotional check-ins with children and be part of

| the social structures that exist in school life. Not being part of that at 9 o’clock can be very

| unsettling for children and can result in them missing out on large sections of their learning.

Safeguarding and Child Protection

| Each day we start expecting all children to be with us in school. If for any reason your child is not
able to attend we need you to let us know — if not before 9am then very shortly after the school day
| has started. Either phone the school (leaving a message if there is no-one available at that point to

| take the call) or email the school to inform us that your child is unable to join us that day. Please
state why they are absent and when you expect them to return. The school records attendance

| (and late coming) on a national database that the Scottish Government reviews. Legally it is the

1 duty of every parent to ensure that their child attends the school that they have chosen for their

| child to be part of.

1 To know that each child is safe, for any child whom we haven’t been informed of their absence we

{ will contact families - via Groupcall — to enquire about their absence. It is essential that you let us
know of your child’s absence on or before that day. If we are not informed of absence from the

{ primary contact we will then contact all adults who are listed as contacts to enquiry after the safety
1 of each child. If we are still unable to make contact we will have to follow safe guarding procedures
| through Social Work and Police Scotland.
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Your child arrives in time

8:55 — o mest friends and be

ready for the school day.

9:00 )| e schooi day stars

. Your child is now late for the
9 » 0 2 — start of the school day.

5 minutes lzte means about 3

9:05 ) | iost school days o year

10 minutes lzte means about 5
lost schiool days 3 year.
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